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Scientists From Many Nations Unite Madrid 


Classification, Therapy, Immunology 
and Control have been announced 
the four official topics what has been 
designated “The Sixth International 
Congress Leprosy,” meeting Mad- 
rid, the capital Spain, from October 
October 10, 1953. Attention will 
focused particularly these topics be- 
cause they are “considered outstand- 
ing importance.” However, papers 
other topics will presented such so- 
cial welfare, rehabilitation discharge 
patients, epidemiology, pathology, bac- 
teriology and biochemistry. 

Organizing Committee 


The Madrid Congress sponsored 
the Spanish Government and the organ- 
ization known the “International 
Leprosy Association.” The National Or- 
ganizing Committee for the Congress 
composed group distinguished 
Spanish physicians headed His Ex- 
cellency, Dr. Jose Palanca, Director- 
General Health, Dr. Felix Contreras, 
Secretary, and Dr. Manuel Ambles Pipo, 
Treasurer, 

The Spanish Government has issued 
official invitations all governments 


_with which they have diplomatic rela- 


tions, requesting the respective govern- 
ments send delegates. Official invita- 
tions were extended all members 
the I.L.A. addition, the National 
Committee has made known that rep- 
resentatives 
tions and others with special interest 
Hansen’s disease, may attend 
private status. 
U.S. Delegation 


far know the U.S. Govern- 
ment has not named official delegate 
the Madrid Congress, but there will 
delegation from the United States, 
predominantly from the Leonard Wood 
Memorial. Representing the Memorial 
will its Medical Director, Dr, James 
Doull, Washington; Dr. Howard 
Karsner, Medical Research Advisor 
the Surgeon General the Navy, chair- 
man the Memorial’s Advisory Medi- 
cal Board, and Mrs. Karsner; Dr. Clarke 
Gray the Memorial’s Bacteriolog- 
ical Laboratory Harvard Medical 
School, Boston; and Perry Burgess, Pres- 
ident, and Mrs. Burgess, Geneva, Ohio. 
addition, the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial sending from the Philippines its 
Associate Medical Director Dr. Wind- 
sor Wade, Culion; and Epidemiologist 
Dr. Ricardo Guinte, Cebu, City. 

Also going from the U.S. will Dr. 
Eugene Kellersberger, New York, 
General Secretary the American Mis- 
sions, Inc. Dr. Kellersberger will read 
paper the problems discharged pa- 
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War Against Hansen’s Disease 


Dr. Windsor Wade (above), Culion, 
President the and Editor the 
Quarterly called the “International Journal 
Leprosy.” Dr. Wade has specialized 
this field for more than years. rec- 
ognized one the world’s foremost au- 
thorities and serves W.H.O.’s Expert Com- 
mittee this illness. 


Dr. Ernest Muir (above), London, General 
Secretary-Treasurer the and 
Associate Editor the International Journal 
pioneer medical worker Hansen’s dis- 
ease. the co-author book this 
subject and more recently authored 
manual. spent many years India and 
later served Medical Secretary BELRA. 


tients. The Superiors the Sisters 
Charity, Daughters St. Vincent 
Paul, Normandy, Mo., are sending Bio- 
chemist Sister Hilary Ross, and her trav- 
eling companion Sister Laura Stricker 
from Carville. Mrs. Elizabeth Williams 
New York will attend private 
capacity, Mrs. Williams will proceed 
from Madrid Ambala City, Punjab, 
India, where she will volunteer work 
the Philadelphia Hospital and 
community. 
Scientific Sessions 


The program the Madrid Congress 


lists seven scientific sessions, all which 
will held the Estomatology School 
University City. Philips Iberia 
system will provide simultaneous trans- 
lations papers Spanish, French, 
English and Portuguese, the four offi- 
cial languages the Congress. Scientific 
exhibits will view throughout the 


Fiesta 


The business and work the Mad- 
rid Congress will relieved the 
pleasure and play offered those attend- 
ing, some very colorful and relaxing 
entertainment, Luncheons and dinners 
will tendered the Director-General 
Cultural Relations, Ministry For- 
eign Affairs, and the Minister Labor 
and others. The Madrid will 
host reception and merienda 
with music the Municipal Band. 
There will Funcion Gala the 
Teatro Espanol, with program Span- 
ish music the National Orchestra. 
The Teatro “Maria Guerrero” will 
the scene entertainment featuring 
“Coros Danzas Espana.” The social 
events will climaxed October 10, 
with brilliant fiesta and buffet the 
Palacio Viana given the Minister 
Foreign Affairs. 


The Congress proper will adjourn 
October but members the organ- 
ization known the “International Lep- 
rosy Association” will hold meeting 
the following. day. The was 
formed 1931 the most eminent 


-specialists this illness. Although the 


I.L.A. does not recognize any saint 
its patron, has nevertheless adopted 
the picture St. George slaying the 
dragon its shield, sponsored 
Congress Cairo 1938 and another 
Havana 1948, Cairo was de- 
cided hold Congress once five 
years but the Congress scheduled for 
Paris 1943 was cancelled because 
the war, Other international conferences 
had taken place Berlin, 1897; Bergen, 
1908, and Strasbourg 1923. The Mad- 
rid meeting has been designated the 
Sixth Congress, thus taking into ac- 
count all the previous general inter- 
national events dealing with Hansen’s 
disease. 


# 


Journey Madrid 


SISTER HILARY AND SISTER LAURA ATTEND INTERNATIONAL 
SCIENTIFIC CONGRESSES 


Sister Laura (L) and Sister Hilary (R) 
contemplate their global journey—Paris, 
Valencia, Rome and Naples. 


pital will one the busiest people 
the Madrid Congress, know our 
Sister Hilary. Sister Hilary co-author 
gress. She plans attend all the 
scientific sessions and will take part 
many the discussions. One can 
certain, too, that there will 
formal comparing notes for Sister 
Hilary recognized by. her 
scientists all over the world careful 
and competent research worker Han- 
sen’s disease. Her contributions the 
literature, particularly blood chemis- 
try, are considered authoritative. Clinic- 
photography, which occupies great 
deal Sister Hilary’s time here will 
doubt also come for her attention 
Madrid where exhibits this kind will 
view. This will Sister Hilary’s 
second International Congress. She at- 
tended the Havana Congress 1948. 

Coming the hospital 1922, one 
year after this institution was purchased 
the Federal government from the 
State Louisiana, Sister Hilary has 
been active member our techni- 
cal staff for years, except for in- 
terim months. She has been 
active duty Carville longer than any 
other member her order, the Sisters 
Charity, Daughters St. Vincent 
Paul, who have served here since 1896, 
two years after the hospital was estab- 
lished Louisiana, Sister Hilary also 
pharmacist and her first six years 
Carville were spent the pharmacy, 
1928 she was transferred the labora- 
tory and her outstanding work that 
department has earned for her the title 
fact, she “the laboratory.” She pio- 
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neered the laboratory research which 
went hand hand with the early clin- 
ical trials sulfone drugs Hansen’s 
disease. Sister Hilary knows her subject 
and knows well. Moreover, she has 
the happy faculty imparting her 
knowledge others. Two 
cians, Percy Cambre and Odom Amedee, 
currently the only other members our 
laboratory staff, were trained Sister 
Hilary, She taught pharmacy our 
Chief Nurse, Sister Teresa Kelly, and 
Sister Laura Stricker, presently charge 
the pharmacy, both whom passed 
the State Board Pharmacy under her 
coaching. 


Sister Laura, herself veteran 
years duty Carville, will Sister 
travelling companion well 
having important assignment her 
own. 

Sister Hilary and Sister Laura sailed 
Sept. the Mauretania, Paris bound, 
enroute Madrid. the French capi- 
tal the Sisters will attend the Interna- 
tional Pharmaceutical Federation (Sept. 
20) where Sister Laura has been 
Kneifl, Executive Secretary the Cath- 
olic Hospital Association. More than 
1,000 pharmacists from almost forty na- 
tions will gather this Congress. Here 
they will listen discussions concerning 
all phases scientific and professional 
pharmacy presented experts from sev- 
eral nations, 

After the Madrid Congress, Sister Hil- 
ary and Sister Laura expect visit 
Valencia and many other points in- 
terest Spain and Portugal, They are 
especially interested the com- 
munities these countries. The Sisters 
are also planning trip Rome, before 
returning the United States the latter 
part November. “Just time be- 
gin rehearsals for the Christmas play,” 
said Sister Laura, The versatile Sister 
Laura, who studied music Louisiana 
State University, annually directs the 
production the Nativity story staged 
the patients’ Natural Music Club. 


CALLING DOCTOR 


The Sacred Heart Home Kum- 
bakonam, South India, the largest 
olic institution India, has issued 
call for American European 
doctor give medical care its 575 
resident patients, Doctors interested 
this form technical co-operation can 
obtain information about the Home 
from its chaplain, P.M. Rayaloo, 
from Mr. Raphael Brown, THE 
STAR. 


HANSEN’S DISEASE SPAIN 


fitting climax the program the 
Madrid Congress will trip Fon- 
tilles arranged for October 11, the last 
day the Congress. Halfway between 
Valencia and Alicante, the Fontilles 
community for Hansen’s 
tured above, beautifully situated 
hill which looks out over fertile plain 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

Dr. Ernest Muir, who visited Spain 
1951, said, “Of all the leprosaria have 
visited both sides the Atlantic, 
Fontilles occupies the best site; and 
other respects way behind the 
best. The medical superintendent, Dr, 
Felix Contreras Madrid, has gathered 
round him group enthusiastic young 
doctors who are keen research....” 


Fontilles Jesuit institution 
founded Rev, Carlos Ferris, ap- 
parently about the beginning the 
present century and one the two 
main communities Spain, The 
other Trillo, the Tagus River, 
the northeast Madrid. Delegates and 
guests the Madrid Congress will 
taken Trillo, October where 
they will spend the day. Trillo the 
national hospital operated the 
government Spain. said that the 
Spanish government intended use the 
new national hospital Trillo for all 
cases found the country but the 
people objected strenuously such 
centralization that the plan was aban- 

The Spanish government also main- 
tains preventorium Chapineria for 
the children patients. Here the 
children are educated and trained 
useful citizens. visit the preventor- 
ium, scheduled for the afterncon 
October part the official pro- 
gram the Congress. 

There are several smaller regional 
hospitals Spain located near Granada, 
Santiago Compostela, Barcelona and 
Seville. 


According the International Jour- 
nal, from which this material was com- 
piled, there are almost 2,000 known 
cases Hansen’s disease Spain, most- 
the southern part the country. 
Several years ago Dr. Contreras esti- 
mated the number cases approach- 
ing 4,000. 
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Perry Burgess, 


For nearly years author-humanitar- 
Perry Burgess (above) has been 
the vanguard the small but deter- 
mined force campaigning behalf 
patients with disease. His first 
book Who Walk Alone written the 
pre-sulfone marked turning point 
the battle. observation his 
autobiography Born Those Years 


(1951) may have given the impression 


that Perry Burgess was intending re- 
tire. Retire!! just getting his sec- 
ond wind. 

Mr. Burgess has had splendid re- 
his questionnaire about the so- 
cial and psychological problems Han- 
disease patients. mid-August 
had received 138 replies from differ- 
ent countries and answers are still pour- 
ing in. Mr, Burgess will present his find- 
ings for consideration special com- 
mittee the Madrid Congress. 


not necessary tell readers 
THE STAR that there phase the 
treatment accorded those ill Han- 
sen’s disease which not strictly medi- 
cal, but nevertheless, almost import- 
ant, The critical part which the mind 
plays the ill person, particularly those 
who suffer from chronic disease, be- 
coming more and more recognized 
medicine. will not all surprising 
eventually shall learn that there 
possibly illness which humans are 
subjected that not influenced the 
mental processes the ill person. The 
greater the fear with which malady 
looked upon, the greater its debilitat- 
ing effects. 

Doctors Lawrence Hinkle, Jr., and 
Norman Plummer the New York Hos- 
pital Cornell Medical Center, New York 
City, reported meeting the Ameri- 
can Federation for Clinical Research 
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Medical Research 


that physical fatigue and mental harass- 
ments can “make person more sus- 
ceptible sickness all kinds, from 
colds nervous breakdowns 
dents.” 

Fear disease, possibly most in- 


stances, has arisen through superstition 


ignorance, and many times 
these two factors have been abolished, 
fear has been abolished. Many can 
remember the terror with which 
nessed red yellow placard being 
nailed house announcing “con- 
sumption,” smallpox, 
phoid, and even lesser diseases. 

were able become sensible 
about most our illnesses. Fear was 
caused ignorance, and with the go- 
ing ignorance, fear also went. this 
was possible with maladies which were 
real and present threat all us, 
certainly can done about disease 
which far less dangerous from the 
standpoint contagion and which, 
matter fact, few rarely, ever, 
encounter. 


The point strive make that 
dealing with Hansen’s disease, the dis- 
semination the facts about the illness 
almost important, and sometimes 
more so, the work the laboratories 
and the clinics. This say despite the 
fact that have spent the major part 
life seeking the funds and finding 
the men carry medical research 
program Hansen’s disease. 

have mind that this acquainting the 
mind with the real nature this dis- 
ease thing can and are doing. 
When interest was first aroused 
the problem June 1925 actually 
had not been aware that the disease 
still one wanted read any- 
thing about it, this country least, 
there was little could find outside 
the Bible and occasional scientific 
paper which, course, the layman never 
saw anyway. 


Today, all know, the news- 
papers, the magazines and books are re- 
peatedly dealing with the subject. has 
been brought out into the open and 
the main with intelligently 
and sympathetically. The importance 
that fact cannot overemphasized. 
The same thing happened with syphilis, 
and that generally recognized have 
had more with its control and 
practical elimination than anything 

The Leonard Wood Memorial, the or- 
ganization which have the honor 


President, Wood Memorial 


have been President since its inception, 
spends annually large sums money 
and employs large staff scientists 
studying Hansen’s disease the labora- 
tory the field. The bacillus was 
isolated eighty years ago Norwe- 
gian, Doctor Gerhard Armauer Hansen, 
Since that time literally thousands at- 
tempts have been made,to grow out- 
side the human body and transmit 
laboratory animals without success, 

Great advance has made within 
the last decade with new and modern 
cannot say have found 
cure, but many individuals have become 
negative under their healing. But still 


search before can have any hope that 
the disease will eradicated. 

June this year there appeared 
long article New York City paper 
under the heading, “Leprosy Eradica- 
tion Likely.” Such blazing headlines 
have appeared intervals ever since 
have had any connection with the prob- 
lem. wish could believe that that 
were true—that this and all diseases will 
someday, banished, some have been, 
have doubt, But most chronic dis- 
eases have been eradicated, not through 
treatment, but immunization. 
stop smallpox before starts, 
with cholera, yellow fever and other 
great scourges the human race, and 
are now hoping with polio. 

Before shall eradicate Hansen’s 
disease, will necessary, least 
the opinion this layman, find 
means inoculating the entire popula- 
tion area where the disease en- 
demic and stopping even before 
starts, This may take long time. 

The biochemist, the 
and the pathologist the Memorial, 
and those other agencies, are trying 
with all the skill and devotion they 
possess learn the nature the dis- 
ease and thereby learn what makes 
click, repeat, have doubt that 
someday they will succeed. might 
tomorrow, but few can quite 
that optimistic. 

But there one thing are doing, 
and can continue even more ef- 
fectively. the thing that THE 
STAR doing, that the Moreton Star 
tried with books, and what 
friend, Betty Martin sought 
with her Miracle Carville. can tes- 
tify that these efforts are effective. 
alone, have received actually tens 

(continued page 14) 
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coming Congress Madrid des- 
ignated its sponsors the “Sixth In- 
ternational Congress will 
doubt, like its predecessors, appoint 
number special committees and 
adopt various resolutions. The commit- 
routine seems stand- 
ard procedure for practically all conven- 
tions, scientific and otherwise, apparent- 
offering the best and most efficient 
way for these formal gatherings con- 
duct their business, However, can not 
denied that not infrequently conven- 
tion resolutions have the evanescent 
characteristics the New Year variety. 
this implies criticism, only be- 
cause we, ourselves, have been disillu- 
sioned and disappointed certain 
resolutions. pinned high hopes 
resolution adopted the Inter- 
national Congress Leprosy” when 
met Havana, April, 1948. That reso- 
lution concerned the odious words “lep- 
and “leprosy” and believing that its 
text said what meant and meant what 
said, naively thought that long 
last might the way towards 
getting rid the most objectionable 
one the two objectionable words. 
Even spelled backwards, that word 
evil thing with which 
brand human being, particularly 
sick human being. 

have already been charged with 
harping the thesis THE STAR, 
and some our correspondence, that 
“the Havana Congress has done little 
nothing implement its resolution” 
and this charge plead guilty. But, 
harped self-defense and defense 
others who are, were, some day 
may the same boat. have 
been told that perhaps without realiza- 
tion were “unfair one thing” 
unavoidably conveying our readers 
and correspondents the impression that 
the Havana Congress was deliberately 
negligent, failed its duty through 
lack sympathy, and that also as- 
sociation this applied persons who 
were concerned with the Congress. 
has been our constant desire fair 
all persons and con- 
cerned with the problem Hansen’s 
disease. After all, should fair be- 
cause we, ourselves, are seeking fair 
treatment for those who have the dis- 
ease and for those whom the illness 
arrested. try make the Golden 
Rule our lodeSTAR. But, would 
remiss our duty, understand it, 
did not honestly try appraise 
carefully such important official ex- 
pression opinion and will the Ha- 
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Evanescent Resolutions 


vana Congress Resolution, ‘admit 
that from where sit difficult 
completely objective such anal- 
ysis but this works both ways. The old 
Greek philosopher, Protagoras, had 
some words for it, are two sides 
every question, exactly opposite 
each So, for the record and for 
the purpose detailed analysis, here 
the resolution agreed upon the 
“Committee the Change the 
Words ‘Leper’ and ‘Leprosy’,” approved 
without change the Havana Congress 
its last plenary session, April 
RESOLUTION 

was unanimously agreed rec- 
ommend thé Congress: 

That the use the term “leper” 
designation the patient with leprosy 
abandoned and the person suffering 
from the disease designated “leprosy 
patient,” 

the use any term, what- 
ever language, which designates 
son suffering from leprosy” and 
which unpleasant associations are at- 
should discouraged, How- 
ever, the use the name “leprosy” 
should retained the scientific des- 
ignation for the disease. Active steps 
should taken explain fully the 
general public its real nature. 

the regional popular use 
any less specific terms, substitution 
for the scientific name en- 
ables the general public understand 
more fully and clearly the advances that 
have been made the understanding, 
diagnosis and treatment the disease, 
such terms may used, suitable op- 
portunity offers; but would unwise 
adopt such terms conceal the true 
nature the 

the Congress take 
ate action order have these conclu- 
journals and the press. 

THE STAR lost time reprint- 
ing several thousand copies the reso- 
lution and began distributing them. 
Meanwhile, waited for the Congress, 
through its co-sponsor the “Internation- 
Leprosy Association” take 
steps” and further back its reso- 
lution with “appropriate action.” 
waited year. Nothing happened. Pol- 
ite inquiries disclosed that what the 
Congress considered 
tion” consisted action that did not 
beyond its own exclusive group, through 
very few periodicals, devoted solely 
so-called Scientific journals 
published the U.S.A. and elsewhere, 
which occasionally ran articles about 


this disease, continued designate the 
patient and apparently 
had never heard the resolution until 
brought the attention their 
editors. for the press, the odious 
words were much evidence ever. 
was then wrote editorial for 
THE STAR (April which 
called the Havana Congress resolution 
Scrap Paper.” 

About year ago, spokesman for 
explained us, “In the Havana 
Congress issue the Jour- 
nal Leprosy the referred 
to, like all others, was published full 
—in two languages—and was men- 
tioned the editorial summary the 
affair, which was stated: ‘Hereafter 
the Journal will follow the policy 
avoiding far possible the use the 
word “leper” except direct quotations 
the official names organizations 
and The resolution also 
appeared other periodicals especially 
concerned with leprosy, and is, 
course, found the official trans- 
actions (Memorias) which appeared 
later. More than that could not 
What the Congress did gave you and 
others who have like interests valuable 
talking point, which you yourself have 
exploited fully.” 

Beginning with the Fourth Interna- 
tional Congress (Cairo 
sored the its officers and 
members have taken leading part 
planning and conducting the 
us, the and the Internation- 
Congresses were and are synonymous, 
the Congress being but extension 
the Association. Although others are in- 
vited, members form the nucleus 
the Congress, Yet, have been told 
that are misapprehension,” 
because “the Havana Congress, such, 
ended and dissolved April 11, 1948. 
Like most its kind, that Con- 
gress was single event, with continu- 
ing organization any kind ‘imple- 
ment’ its decisions and_ resolutions, 
whether scientific other nature.... 
The resolution (on nomenclature) like 
all others, was put the hands the 
representatives the lay press, for whom 
space had been provided. What they 
did with any them was quite outside 
the control jurisdiction the Con- 
gress while existed, the reporting 
laws and resolutions adopted the 
American Congress beyond its control.” 

There however, difference opin- 
ion, other than ours, about, this relation- 
ship between the and the Con- 
gress. Another prominent .member 
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the I.L.A., and delegate the Con- 
gress, wrote us, “In berating the Fifth 
International Congress, you are whip- 
ping dead horse, the Congress had 
existence beyond its temporal duration 
they (the Congress) were most care- 
less not directing the I.L.A, carry 
out these resolutions,” 

Commenting the above, the I.L.A. 
spokesman said, “The has pub- 
ever, and puts out nothing that na- 
ture apart from occasional announce- 
ments, mostly administrative nature, 
which appear the Jour- 
nal— which scientific periodical and 
not one dedicated propaganda any 
The I.L.A. spokesman added, 
“Our Congresses are held for and at- 
tended leprologists for scientific pur- 
poses, and their resolutions whatever 
nature are duly made known leprolo- 
gists who are under real compulsion 
whatever accept act them, al- 
though have reason doubt that 
the whole they are much influenced 
them.” 

Analyzing the Resolution 


I—This the “valuable talking point” 
referred the spokesman. 
“Talking point” right! The doctors 
themselves have been talking about 
since 1931 and probably before, that 
year, the Leonard Wood Memorial-spon- 
sored Manila Conference, which the 
present “International Leprosy Associa- 
tion” was formed, nomenclature was 
the agenda and resolutions were 
adopted, one reading part, matter 
some importance was the decision 
endeavor eliminate the word 
writings and conversation regarding 
the disease. the word ‘leper’ carries 
with definite social stigma should, 
far possible, avoided and ‘cases 
leprosy’ ‘sufferers from leprosy’ 
substituted.” 

After almost quarter century 
should obvious that the odious word 
“leper,” for the patient, will not 
abandoned long the root the 
evil—the traditional verbal monster “lep- 
rosy” retained the name for the dis- 
ease. “If you let but one little finger 
tradition, you will have the whole 
monster—horns and tail and all.” 

The frightening words and 
“leper,” like night and day are insep- 
arable. From the root the evil sprouts 
not only its offspring “leper” but also 
such other objectionable terms “lep- 
(even worse than the other two) 
and these words turn, foster such out- 
terms medical literature 
apprehended, detention, 
roled, released, inmate, etc., all terms 
with prison connotations which the doc- 
apply other illness except the 
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one they mis-call 

far back 1942, the American 
Medical Association, under its manu- 
script editing rules, attempted bar 
the word “leper” from the pages any 
its publications, while retaining the 
word “leprosy.” They have tried, but 
date they have failed. letter 
THE STAR, (Sept. 1953) Dr. Austin 
Smith, Editor, advised, di- 
rective (to not use the word ‘leper’ 
the Journal) has again been circulated 
among all the manuscript editors and 
will followed the future.” 

One would think the U.S. Public 
Health Service which administers Car- 
ville, would abide the Congress reso- 
and know they have made 
some effort so, yet the amendments 
PHS Act (Aug. 13, 1952) Part 
refers “Lepers,” Sec. 331 “Receipt 
and Sec. 332 “Apprehension, 
Detention, Treatment 

World Health Organization-United 
Nations has “Expert Advisory Panel 
Leprosy” from which “Expert 
Committee” was drawn meet Rio 
Janeiro November, 1952. was 
discouraging find that the Provision- 
Agenda for the Rio meeting referred 
patients “lepers” and the “First 
Report” the Committee’s session the 
patients were again and “leper 
patients.” Chairman the Committee 
was Windsor Wade, President 
the and Editor the 
Journal. Secretary was Dr. Chaus- 
sinand, Paris, Associate Editor the 
Journal, 


has been pointed out that the cam- 
paign abolish the word “leper” has 
not aroused any interest the Latin 
countries. THE STAR has its files 
letters from both physicians and patients 
the contrary. this connection 
book so-called “leprosy,” “Unclean! 
Unclean!” Paolo Zappa, 
With introduction Sir Leonard 
Rodgers, highly respected pioneer 
medical worker this field, this book 
was first printed Great Britian 
1933 and still being circulated. Mr. 
Zappa while Brazil collecting mate- 
rial for his book, called Dr. Costa 
Filho then the Public Health Depart- 
ment the State San Paolo, request- 
ing permission visit Sanatorium Sant’ 
Angelo. Dr. Filho agreed but gave the 


_journalist bit advice, “Don’t call 


them ‘lepers’ but Hansenians. This 
innocent fiction which makes things 
little less painful for them. They don’t 
brood the word much,” Dr. Filho’s 
patronizing attitude doubly meaning- 
ful. The same attitude today many 


really the basis their 


approach nomenclature, although 
some try less obvious about it. 
this were but “innocent fiction” and 
only question euphemism, which 


decidedly not, medical terms re- 
place the ancient stigmatic names 
“leprosy” and “leper” would not 
far off base—not this age psycho- 
somatic medicine. Nomenclature, 
psychological factor other conditions, 
has long been recognized. longer 
speak consumption, but tuberculo- 
sis. longer refer but 
tuberculosis patients. Mentally ill 
preferred insane and convulsive dis- 
order epilepsy, mention few. 

the resolution had stated the 
name “leprosy” had been retained 
the “established designation” this ill- 
ness, its “classic designation” one 
could not argue the point that score. 
twist, official otherwise, can legiti- 
matize the general name “leprosy” 
the “scientific designation” for speci- 
fic illness unless discard all other 
meanings the term in- 
cluding Webster’s definition. Don’t take 
our word for it, take the word three 
eminent physicians whose sound conclu- 
sions, absolute accuracy and perfect dis- 
interestedness investigation scien- 
tific papers written independently and 
without each other’s knowledge, all 
prove beyond reasonable doubt that the 
name “leprosy” can not qualify 
“scientific designation” for this any 
other illness 

Dr. Lendrum, Hebrew, Greek 
and Latin scholar, assistant professor 
medicine the University Illinois 
College Medicine, Chicago. His pa- 
per, Name Leprosy” appeared 
the American Journal Tropical Med- 
icine and Hygiene (Nov. 1952) and 
was reprinted THE STAR (March, 
1953). Lt. Gen. Sir William MacArthur 
His paper, “Medieval Leprosy 
the British Isles” appeared Lep- 
rosy Review (Jan. 1953). Dr. Tas 
with the Department Der- 
matology the Hadassah University 
Hospital, Jerusalem, Israel, Dr. Tas read 
his paper. “On the Leprosy the 
before the International Congress 
the History Science Jerusalem 
(Aug. 1953). These physicians, like 
many other scientists, presented irrefut- 
able evidence that the Biblical term “lep- 
rosy “entirely unrelated” the dis- 
ease which officially bears that name to- 
day and that “the unfortunate notion 
that Zaraath Hansen’s disease has 
semantic basis only.” 

However, statements that what 
know “leprosy” today not the “sort 
‘leprosy’ referred the has 
tempted Dr. Windsor Wade fall 
with sometimes younger generation 
and retort: ‘So least that 
whet wrote letter the Editor 
the Honolulu Star Bulletin (May 24, 
(continued page 12) 
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Three New World Distribution 


Raphael Brown 


Raphael Brown reference assistant 
the Library Congress, Washington, 
D.C. recent years Mr. Brown, secu- 
lar Franciscan Tertiary, has become in- 
tensely interested the study Han- 
sen’s disease “my favorite side line.” 
contributing editor the new 
Damien-Dutton Call and his articles 
about Hansen’s disease, always stressing 
the need for change nomenclature 
and modern approach, have appeared 
several other Catholic publications, 
His review Miracle Carville (World 
Mission-May was exceptionally fine. 

Mr. Brown’s World Survey Cath- 
olic Work Hansen’s disease—A Case 
Study Christian Technical Co-opera- 
tion, issued 1952, won high com- 
mendation from Pope Pius XII. The 
Survey, presenting some hitherto un- 
known data, reveals the author’s thor- 
oughness and keen insight into this 
problem. 

are fortunate that Raphael Brown 
considers THE STAR “one favor- 
ite magazines,” and are privileged 
carry two his articles this issue. 
addition this study, has reviewed 
Raoul Follereau’s powerful book for 
(see STAR Bookshelf, Page 11). 


The year 1952 saw the publication 
four separate compilations statistics 
the prevalence throughout 
the world, addition the 
World Survey Catholic Leprosy Work, 
the American Geographical Society pub- 
lished map entitled “World Distribu- 
tion the World 
Health Organization issued report 
“Prevalence Leprosy the World,” 
and young French doctor prepared 
dissertation with the title “Essai Re- 
censement des Lepreux dans Monde 
Actuellement Utilises 
contre Lepre.” the purpose 
this review bring these important 
studies the attention readers 
THE STAR, many whom will 
doubt wish add the documents 
their collections literature HD. 

The American Geographical Society— 
not confused with the National Geo- 
graphical Society—is engaged the 
preparation series maps for 
Atlas Diseases, showing the prevalence 
the major diseases all parts the 
world. This project, which supported 
the office Naval Research, 
charge Dr. Jacques May, Di- 
rector the Medical Studies Program. 
The “Distribution Leprosy—1952” 
map measures inches and pres- 
ents elliptical equal-area projection 
areal scale 1:37,500,000. Prev- 
alence rates per 1,000 inhabitants are 


shown three shadings blue, voilet, 
and red, addition, local foci are in- 
dicated the symbol and areas 
for which data was not available are 
marked far know, this 
map represents the first attempt 
tory chart the locations the world’s 
principal which are 
shown clearly visible black dots, Out- 
patients clinics and dispensaries are not 
included, and attempt was made 
distinguish between government pri- 
vate denominational institutions. 
brief notice “Epidemiology” fails 
mention the least known and therefore 
the most important aspect from 
the point view public education: 
its low degree infectibility. The verse 
the map gives the first comprehen- 
sive world list institutions ever 
printed, attributing 105 the Belgian 
Congo, Brazil, China, and 
India. Foci are also listed. How- 
ever, all the hospitals and foci known 
exist are not included, but only those 
shown the map. bibliography 
“Basic Sources” and selected refer- 
comprise useful tool for researchers. 
Finally, long list known and esti- 
mated cases practically every 
country the world where the disease 


‘exists, although necessarily includes 


large number question-marks, com- 
pletes this really 
document which available from the 
American Geographical Society, Broad- 
way 156th St., New York, 32, N.Y., 
for $1.25. Despite few minor typo- 
graphical slips, e.g., Kalanpaga instead 
Kalaupapa, Dr. May staff 
are congratulated for their out- 
standing contribution medical geog- 

The World Health Organizations’s 
Epidemiological and Vital Statistics Re- 
port for June, 1952, vol. no. pp. 
263-282, study the “Prevalence 
Leprosy the World” Dr. Pizzi, 
Chief the Section Morbidity Sta- 
tistics, Division Statistics, 
W.H.O. The text printed French 
and English adjoining columns. 
The frequent use the two objection- 
able terms, one which 
demned the Havana 
1948, makes the reader ‘wonder 
whether the compilers were 
quainted with the resolutions the 
Congress deliberately decided set 
aside this particular one. either case, 
the result can only deplored, view 
the responsibility the WHO 
the field public education. The sta- 
tistics given for each country are care- 
fully documented references 


bibliography, 
which includes few recent studies and 
unfortunately number older arti- 
cles and reports which have been super- 
ceded, e.g., for Japan, Belgian Congo, 
Colombia, Cuba—not mention the 
complete lack data from any the 
countries Central America except 
Costa Rica. This survey published 
reports has limited value due precise- 
the regrettable decision use such 
material, rather than obtain up-to- 
date information mail directly from 
local public health authorities, The ex- 
ample Central America case 
point: when the reviewer failed find 
adequate printed data for that area, 
simply requested such information from 
the WHO’s American affiliate, the Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau Washing- 
ton, D.C., and within month re- 
ceived all the statistics which needed 
through that office from its Central 
American representatives and the local 
government units, Why could the WHO 
itself not the same? The final prod- 


would certainly have been far supe- 


rior. Nevertheless, Dr. Pizzi’s scholarly 
report, despite its limitations, very 
useful document. can obtained 
the International Documents Serv- 
ice the Columbia University Press, 
New York 27, N.Y., for $0.50. 

Dr. Jean Paul Velten, who studied 
the Institut Medicine Tropicale 
Paris, prepared his doctoral dissertation 
for the Paris Faculte Medicine 
1952 world survey cases and 
tionnaire received from medical author- 
ities many parts the world, well 
data found French government 
reports and the Directory Lepro- 
saria the reviewer’s World Survey 
Catholic Leprosy Work. Dr. Velton was 
fortunate obtaining excellent 1951 
data from Mexico, Costa Rica, San Sal- 
vador, Cuba, Guadeloupe, Martnique, 
French Guiana, French West and Equa- 
torial Africa, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, and 
Indo-China. The figures for Japan, how- 
ever, were apparently misprinted and 
are quite inadequate. The reports 
methods treatment give significant 
picture very fluid situation 
which the sulfones appear replac- 
ing chaulmoogra derivatives most 
areas. 2-page summary statistics 
giving population, known and estimated 
cases HD, rate per thousand, and 
method treatment for each country 
includes, the extent one-third, data 
from the Catholic Dr, Velten’s 
thesis represents praiseworthy example 

(continued page 10) 
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LEPROSY SYMPTOM NOT DISEASE 
HYPOTHESIS PROPOSED 


Lee Pettit Gay, M.D. 


Dr. Gay, prominent St. Louis physician, the author numerous scientific 
articles the subject allergy, which field has specialized for many years. 
graduate the Washington University School of. Medicine, Dr. Gay, after 
service World War returned St. Louis enter private practice and for 
years gave half his time the Medical School instructor 
clinical medicine. Dr. Gay was Chief Medicine the St. Louis 
pital (1933-35) and has served the visiting staff several St. Louis hos- 


pitals including Barnes, St. Lukes and the Frisco Employees hospital. 
member the American College Physicians, diplomate the Board 


Internal Medicine, member the American College Allergists and 
member the American Medical Association, Dr. Gay also served World 


War 


main contention 
this provocative paper, dealing with 
nutrition, that disease can con- 
trolled from the start not giving 
cro-organisms the opportunity invade 
body tissues will. With faulty in- 
adequate diet anything can happen but 
with good nutrition see increase 
resistance and certainly much less 
infection infectious diseases, 

Ina recent address, Dr. Sebrell, 
director the National Institute 
Health the U.S. Public Health Serv- 
ice, stated that the diet may yet 
found play important role the 
cause, prevention and treatment 
chronic diseases not now known re- 
sult from dietary deficiencies. 

the treatment Hansenosis but the 
theory that might prevent it, ac- 
count for its cause, will doubt 
viewed with utter disdain, even genuine 
alarm, traditionalists, particularly 
the paper interpreted deriding the 
germ theory, which does not, 

That dietary deficiency factor 
the development Hansenosis not 
far-fetched. Even the conservative 
World Health Organization United 
Nations special report Hansen- 
osis had this say, “It has frequently 
been observed that Europeans who have 
lived regions where leprosy pre- 
valent have contracted the disease and 
have then recovered unknown them- 
after returning their native 
country and diet and mode life 
better adopted their constitution.” 

This paper not only paper 
Hansenosis, paper Bang’s dis- 
ease. may only interesting co- 
incidence but there the possibility 
scientific significance the fact that 
Louisiana which has the highest inci- 
dence Bang’s disease the nation 
also one the most endemic states 
for Hansenosis. 


Dr. Gay offered his paper THE 
STAR because, think should 
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published journal related to, and 
having with Hansen’s disease, al- 
though not like the term, for 
not think disease.” 

The very original concept offered 
this paper shows high order intel- 
lectual effort, regardless whether 
not one agrees with the hy- 
pothesis, and THE STAR felt that 
should have hearing, Dr, Gay may 
have the right theory, after all one 
else has, and his paper should stimulate 
thought and discussion. meant for 
those with open mind, people who 
are willing think and study for them- 
selves, invite your comments. —Ed. 


Leprosy has probably existed since 
prehistoric times and was certainly 
known exist the areas now known 
the “Cradles Civilization” thou- 
sands years ago. still exists those 
cradles, and, abundance. also ex- 
ists now, other parts the werld 
where was introduced man. But, 
did leprosy develop into condition 
much importance before the migration 
mankind, did develop because 
conditions where mankind 
posed have originated? That leprosy 
has spread over the surface the earth, 
beyond question, for certainly has, 
but whether not man has taken 
with him another matter, Perhaps, 
some regions where man has existed 
for centuries and where man has mi- 
grated, local conditions have been such 
that leprosy could develop. Let ex- 
amine some known facts about these re- 
gions where leprosy has been known 
exist for years without end, 
regions where cases true leprosy have 
appeared within the past comparatively 
few years, Let also examine some 
known facts about leprosy. 


The ailment known leprosy, and 


-first recognized, occurred not only 


the older pertions the world, but 
those portions the world where hu- 
man habitation first existed. But, the 
older portions the world have been 


subjected the forces nature, such 
winds and rain, which cause erosion and 
wearing down the original good soils 
came farmer, the process 
erosion and added the fault wear- 
ing out the fertility-of soil re- 
mained, taking nutritive elements out 
and giving the soil re- 
turn. still but with in- 
creased vigor, mechanical aids. Soil, 
matter where is, sub- 
jected uncontrolled erosions, bad 
farming practices, and the leaching-out 
process water, without losing its fer- 
tility the form its chemical con- 
tents which are essential maintain 
nutritious plant and animal life. Worn- 
out soils predominate wherever leprosy 
found, whether they are the older 
sites civilization the newer 
homes man. Man has tendency 
cling the site his origin unless 
forced the necessity disasters na- 
ture move his habitation, Man has- 
tens some these disasters, but still 
clings which produces food, 
but which lacks the elements necessary 
for healthy survival. 

Though has been known for many 
years that the soils need calcium, potas- 
sium, iodides, etc., not too much has 
been done replacing them soils 
deficient. Soils deficient these chemi- 
cals, cannot produce healthy plant life. 
Plant life, deficient these basic chem- 
icals, turn produces deficient animal 
life, and unless revitalized, continues 
the cycle downward the physically 
and mentally deficient man. The pelts 
carnivorae the plumage rap- 
torial birds, reflect their own quality, 
the quality the soil which their 
foods were produced. demon- 
strated Aldo Leopold, 
tionist, that studies such specimens 
could locate the habitat those speci- 
mens within few miles where they 
collected. The quality, the lack 
thereof, totally dependent upon the 
quality the soil. Good strong soil 


stimulates good quality, while poor soil, 
depleted erosion and exploitive farm- 
ing, favors the progress deterioration 
avian and animal life. The process 
waste natural resources, the pro- 
cess wind and water erosion, and the 
process bad farming continue all over 
the world and, particularly, those 
areas where leprosy abounds. Man 
lazy beast; man selfish beast, and 
evolution has robbed him the in- 
stinct lower animals seek out, and 
much less replace chemical elements 
which his body requires. 

Those countries where leprosy 
abounds and where erosion and selfish 
ignorant farming have depleted the 
soil, are general, China, Japan, the 
Philippine Islands, Southern Asia, In- 
dia, Asia Minor, Egypt and other large 
parts Africa, Mexico, some the Car- 
ibbean Islands and some our own 
Southern states. these areas, foods are 
grown and eaten sustain life. They 
sustain life, after fashion, but can- 
not nourish animals man sufficiently 
prevent deterioration, for there, qual- 
ity too, gradually decreases. 

But, something constructive being 
done help the lazy-beast man. That 
help coming from the science soil 
chemistry. Soil chemists have known for 
years, that healthy soils require nitro- 
gen, calcium, potassium, iodides, etc., 
but the past very few years, has 
been discovered, and this work has been 
pioneered and stimulated Dr. Wil- 
liam Albrecht, Ph.D.,* chairman 
the Department Soils the College 
Agriculture the University Mis- 
souri, that certain extremely important 
and elements the soil are 
present such minute amounts, that 
they have become known “trace” ele- 
ments. These elements, name but 
few, are manganese, copper, iron, cobalt, 
boron, molybdenum, etc, These ele- 
ments were usually, but not always, pres- 
ent the original soil, but badly eroded 
soils, and soils which have been sub- 
jected exploitive farming practices, 
lose these elements. The loss 
“trace” elements particularly notable 
the older portions the world, in- 
habited the early peoples the 
world, and those portions where man- 
kind has lived and cultivated the soils 
for centuries. Foods grown badly 
treated soils are deficient the proper 
basic chemicals, such calcium, potas- 
sium, iodides and other “trace” elements, 
Animals deriving their nourishment 
from grasses, legumes, and grains grown 
depleted soils are depleted, poorly 
nourished animals, and the same fash- 
ion, human beings dwelling such soils 
and deriving their nourishment -from 
that same source become undernour- 
ished and deteriorated individuals. 
Though many have enough eat, they 


are faced with practical starvation. 

Man, provided has the energy and 
intelligence, can rebuild worn-out and 
eroded land replacing the top soil 
such nature did the beginning. 
cannot only correct his mistakes and re- 
place top soil, but can much 
faster than nature did should in- 
troduce humus into the soil retain 
moisture and provide the hungry earth 
with decaying vegetation. must in- 
troduce nitrogen, calcium, potassium 
and the very necessary elements, 
for something great importance and 
which has direct bearing leprosy 
has recently been discovered, which 
proves the extreme need for “trace” ele- 
ments. This discovery concerns Bang’s 
disease cattle. 

Bang’s disease, abortion 
cattle, was thought for long time 
characterized temperature elevation, 
abortion the sixth seventh month 
gestation, breeding difficulties, and 
the presence the blood stream 
organism known the bacillus abortus. 
Brucellosis human beings, its counter- 
part, was thought acquired han- 
dlers cattle, handlers milk, and 
the ingestion milk produced cat- 
tle with Bang’s disease. However, 
late, has been shown Dr. 
brecht, and proved beyond the possibil- 
ity doubt, that Bang’s disease not 
infectious 

The observations this magnitude 
came about through soil analyses sam- 
ples soils from many “rundown” 
farms, which cattle developing Bang’s 
disease had been allowed graze and 
feed forage and grains produced 
the same soils. Spectroscopic exam- 
inations these soils revealed the ab- 
sence elements. scientific 
curiosity recognized limits, similar 
observations and tests were made 
healthy cattle and cattle with 
disease, highly significant finding was 
detected. Cattle from soils lacking these 
“trace” elements had “trace” ele- 
ments their blood streams. Healthy 
cattle, from healthy soil, did show evi- 
dence these “trace” elements. The 
next step was self-evident. Replacement 
therapy, adding lost elements 


these soils which cattle with Bang’s 


disease were deriving food, was begun. 
The theory, originating mind di- 
recting chemistry laboratory, proved 
correct one, and now, cattle 
breeder need have Bang’s disease his 
herds unless wants 

Cattle, pastured “rundown” land, 
produce their bodies the perfect cul- 
ture medium for the bacillus abortus, 
and they develop the symptoms fever 
and habitual abortion. But, cattle with 
Bang’s disease can transported re- 
made, remineralized, revitalized soils 


which pasturage grown, and 
other treatment, they lose all symptoms 
Bang’s disease, such good soils, 
herds cattle with Bang’s disease can 
pastured with healthy cattle, and noi 
only are they unable infect the 
healthy herd, but they themselves lose 
all symptoms Bang’s disease. The titer 
the blood agglutination, test for 
disease cattle, goes down 
the vanishing point, the cattle be- 
come normal. But the use trace ele- 
ments does not imply that this proce- 
dure catch all theory for all and 
every kind infection, but does mean 
that the use trace elements, much 
better state nutrition with corres- 
ponding rise resistance infection 
achieved. Therefore change prop- 
diet the simplest, the best possible, 
and the most reasonable type therapy, 
for, adequate food and chemical in- 
take provided, better nutrition with 
fection soon becomes apparent. Such 
properly nourished animals become un- 
able maintain proper medium for 
the bacillus abortus symptom prod- 
ucing stage and these invading micro- 
organisms disappear from the bodies 
the former hosts. Not all females with 
Bang’s disease abort. few calves have 
survived, and good pasture, not only 
not develop Bang’s disease, but their 
offspring, too, have remained healthy. 
So, the presence the bacillus abortus 
ment deficiency, just the presence 
the tubercle bacillus the human be- 
ing symptom grave malnutrition. 
disease not infectious dis- 
ease; deficiency disease only. 
Bang’s disease not truly disease; 
element deficiency 

Brucellosis human beings, the 
area St. Louis, has occurred among 
city dwellers only, using milk which 
many other people use who not ac- 
quire symptoms brucellosis, This so- 
called disease extremely difficult. 
diagnose, First, the blood test indi- 
cate the questionable presence brucel- 
difficult perform and 
second place, the material used skin- 
testing such patients for the presence 
brucellosis the human irritating 
that practically every skin will produce 
positive reaction it. those under 
observation, the most prominent symp- 
toms are those long-continued and un- 
explained fever. Some these patients 
had been treated elsewhere; some had 
not, but every instance there were 
either allergic symptoms, definite his- 
tory previous allergic episodes, 
there was history allergy one 
side the family, both sides. All 
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local cases have responded allergic 
management the point where evi- 
dence demands that the disease called 
brucellosis the human being ac- 
tually symptom food allergy. 

number cases brucellosis, with 
other symptoms and complaints, have 
been treated with elements, 
giving them elements mouth. 
This was done, elsewhere, the sugges- 
tion Dr. Albrecht, because its pre- 
sumed relationship Bang’s disease 
cattle, and, strangely enough, these pa- 
tients also showed lack ele- 
ments the blood stream, The associ- 
ated complaints and symptoms the 
original complaint brucellosis were 
always, invariably, what are termed al- 
lergic diseases. name but few 
these allergic diseases, there are listed 
asthma, eczema, Menier’s disease, essen- 
tial hypertension and paroxysmal tach- 
Unfortunately, few allergists, 
wholeheartedly, accept Menier’s disease, 
essential hypertension, and paroxysmal 
tachycardia being symptoms food 
allergy. Allergy, though, should not 
regarded speciality dealing with the 
few obvious allergies such seasonal 
hay fever, chronic hay fever, known 
perennial vasomotor rhinitis, asthma, 
eczema and urticaria, but should re- 
garded the light extremely valu- 
able aid the practice medicine. 
Careful examinations, coupled with in- 
tensive studies patients with many 
and varied complaints, over long per- 
iod years, have proved food allergy 
the basis many symptoms and dis- 
eases, not generally accepted being 
allergic origin, and such studies have 
greatly extended the list actual and 
proved allergic diseases. Exhaustive stud- 
ies patients with long-continued and 
unexplained hyperthermia and the as- 
sociated symptomology 
theory that because the marked sim- 
ilarity between Bang’s disease and lep- 
rosy, that leprosy, too, deficiency 
disease. All patients were treated the 
same way, giving them replacement 
therapy elements mouth, 
the majority cases, treated, the 
patients not only got relief from the 
long continued and unexplained fever, 
but from the associated symptoms, too. 
The men using this type treatment 


not realize that they were actually 


dealing with allergic disease, but they 
cbserved good results the treatment 
what known brucellosis, and 
other allergic manifestions well, 
quite possible that important fac- 
tor the production allergic dis- 
eases and possible treatment aller- 
gic diseases has been discovered. But, 
Bang’s disease has been proved 
one deficiency only and not 
infectious disease, then brucellosis, its 
presumed counterpart humans, can- 
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not exist clinical entity, unless it, 
too, based element de- 
ficiency. The bacillus abortus has been 
recovered from abscesses and the blood 
stream few patients suffering from 
what called brucellosis; characterized 
the many varied symptoms such 
arthralgias, arthritis, asthma 
continued fever, but the very recent 
type replacement therapy with 
elements has definitely and effectively 
put end all signs and symptoms 
this malady, and quite large num- 
ber such patients have been restored 
health this mode therapy only, 
then would appear that lack 
elements those patients, con- 
ditions those certain ones the point 
that, perhaps, the bacillus abortus can 
exist only until necessary change 
body chemistry can induced artifici- 
ally. 

Allergists have been searching for 
common denominator allergic diseases 
for many years. Needless say, has 
never been found. Now, however, the 
known light the importance the 
“trace” elements nutrition, possible 
explanation immunological basis 
might found the hereditary trans- 
mission the hypersensitive state 
generations these human beings orig- 
inating from “rundown” soil. 
that the absence the “trace” ele- 
ments might have something with 
the incidence allergic diseases, but 
very difficult explain why one 
two families, out community which 
has been living the same general area 
for generations, should develop allergic 
diseases, and the members other fam- 
ilies, which are always the majority, 
not develop this tendency hyper- 
sensitivity. There possibility that the 
body chemistry some people such 
delicate balance that they are unable 
absorb and unable utilize what few 
chemicals and elements remain 
over-cultivated soil. This only 
conjecture, but the experiment being 
made trying replace these necessary 
elements certain extremely severe al- 
lergic diseases, The symptoms which 
these patients have, are severe asthma, 
rheumatoid arthritis, food allergy 
general, eczema which has been diffi- 
cult control, and those allergic indi- 
viduals who are frequently under- 
nourished. This list allergic diseases 
was purposely limited placate the 
authorities the specialty allergy. 
hoped that encouraging results are 
find not only method of. 
added treatment allergic disease, but 
re-condition such patients the 
point where the symptoms longer are 
prominent. Brucellosis, then possibly 
not actual disease, but symptom 
food allergy added element 
deficiency. this way only can re- 


lated Bang’s disease, and tends in- 
crease the grave suspicion that allergic 
disease, too, might element 
deficiency. 

The principles and treatment used 


eradication. Bang’s disease, 


symptom, apply very easily and simply 
leprosy, for the two conditions, one 
man and the other beast, have 
much common. Leprosy was first 
found those older parts the world 
where wind and water erosion had gone 
for ages, where essential chemicals 
and the all-important “trace” elements 
had been leached natural 
forces and hastened the early man 
becoming farmer, Leprosy spread, not 
with the migrations mankind, but 
because mankind created new environ- 
ments favorable for its development. 
That is, the favored habitat lep- 
rosy the regions worn-out 
known that leprosy, thought 
caused the Hansen bacillus, 
very difficult communicate, That is, 
healthy people working around and 
with leprosy patients, practically never 
contract leprosy. has been done, but 
only persons who have lived for years 
the same soil, eating the same foods 
those countries where leprosy evi- 
dent. The Hansen bacillus has never 
been grown successfully outside the hu- 
man body. Leprosy has never been trans- 
mitted experimental animals, nor 
always demonstrated all types 
leprosy, and this way, resembles 
Bang’s disease closely. The Hansen ba- 
cillus, then, does not conform the 
postulates Koch, well known all 
engaged reseach concerning the cause 
transmission disease, and which 
are follows: the specificity micro- 
organism not demonstrated unless 
has fulfilled the certain conditions 
being present and discoverable every 
case the disease, that can 
covered and grown pure culture, that 
inoculation from such culture must 
reproduce the same disease experi- 
mental animals, and, that must re- 
obtained from such animals and grown 
again pure culture. The Hansen ba- 
cillus, since its discovery 1871, has 
been generally accepted the cause 
leprosy. the present time, there 
factual evidence that should 
accepted, The incubation period 
leprosy extremely variable, for though 
appears children, from leprous and 
non-leprous families, there likely 
elapse years before the onset 
symptoms adults, after presumed ex- 
posure. Such irregularities behavior 
are not agreement with the usually 
accepted transmission infectious dis- 
eases and the assumption that leprosy 
infectious disease very difficult 
accept the light known facts. 
known fact that actual leprosy pa- 
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tients, migrating new 
ploited soils, have lost all signs and 
symptoms leprosy themselves, and 
leprosy did not appear their sub- 
sequent progeny, and here again re- 
sembles Bang’s disease. 

The theory presented that certain 
which poor the necessary basic 
chemicals and elements, are con- 
ditioned such way that the Han- 
sen bacillus finds perfect medium 
and exists that medium only. 
This theory suggests that the presence 
the Hansen bacillus symptom 
deficiency disease and explains why 
the Hansen bacillus cannot grown 
outside the human body, why cannot 
transmitted experimental animals 
and why the symptom complex, known 
leprosy, cannot acquired 
healthy humans. But may be, that 
certain human bodies are unable ab- 
sorb necessary elements and retain them, 
while the same soils, even though 
deficient, all part, others have 
this absorptive ability. There must 
foundation facts this idea, for lep- 
rosy occurs healthy families and 
countries where there are apparently 
well and apparently normal people, 

Leprosy has another 
acteristic, that extremely resist- 
ant treatment many drugs and 
compounds devised the intelligent 
scientists the world. Chaulmoogra oil 
and its esters, sulfones, dihydrostrepto- 
mycin, isonicotinic acid, and the usual 
array “wonder” drugs have had little 
effect the progress the dis- 
ease. Patients with leprosy do, times, 
have temperature elevations, but not ac- 
cording any pattern se- 
quence, Temperature elevations occur 
only and during reaction, 
whatever that may be. this fashion, 
the hyperthermia the habitual 
hyperthermis food allergy the 
hyperthermia acute food allergy 
reaction. Nor leprosy fatal disease.... 
most the patients whom diag- 
nosis leprosy has been established, 
evenually die intercurrent infections 
the two. But, some patients, who enjoy 
institutional care, seem recover 
the point where the Hansen bacillus, 
previously demonstrated the lesions 
leprosy, disappears, and 
tients are pronounced negative. Other 
patients, never seem become nega- 
tive spite of, and after years inten- 
sive treatment. Something must 
wrong known and demonstrable or- 
ganism cannot grown outside the hu- 
man body, cannot transmitted 
other healthy animals, lower animal 
man, and are not, any way, influ- 
enced any type therapy far ex- 
hibited. 


The theory advanced, that because 
the character the Hansen bacillus, 
and the marked similarity between 
Bang’s disease, food allergy, brucellosis 
and leprosy, that leprosy is, too, de- 
ficiency disease, Spectroscopic examina- 
tions the blood leprosy patients 
may determined accurately enough 
for diagnostic purposes but specimens 
blood from normal people should also 
examined for controls. If, com- 
parison, the blood leprosy patients 
lack elements and the blood 
the normal people show 
ments, the next step self-apparent. 
Treat leprosy patients the replace- 
ment therapy giving them “trace” 
elements mouth. Why not prevent 
leprosy applying basic chemicals and 
“trace” elements the soils those 
countries where abundant? 
For could surely deficiency 
disease. has all the requirements its 
characteristic symptom pattern. 

quite possible that replacement 
therapy might not the complete an- 
swer, for entirely possible that some 
human bodies, particularly 
where the reaction has become irrever- 
sible, cannot absorb elements 
unless they are fed food stuffs the 
form vegetables, grains, dairy prod- 
ucts and meats which have been grown 
revitalized, remineralized soils. 
might essential test such inter- 
mediate step therapy insure ade- 
quate and complete absorption 
sential chemical elements, But, leprosy 
symptom element deficiency. 
hypothesis proposed which 
based profound scientific research 
and resulting known facts, and 
entirely new concept Per- 
haps, leprosy only one many defi- 
ciency diseases, for there are still many 
illnesses unknown doubtful etio- 
logy re-examined the basis 
this same nutritional problem, 

Gay, M.D. 
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Three New Studies World Distri- 
bution —(cont’d from page 


initiative seeking fresh material 
and forms valuable 
the small number 
Copies may available from the au- 
thor, whose address is: E.A.S.S.T.C., 
Pharo, Marseille, France. 

significant that all four recent 
compilations—none which complete 
and definitive, agree substantially the 
total number estimated and 
known approximately 4,000,000 
number 
actually receiving treatment being well 
below the latter figure, may never- 
theless true, Mr, Follereau and 
others claim, that there are least ten 
million cases the world. However, 
such number can justified an- 
alysis published data. Yet the situa- 
tion today this field has reached the 
point where would not very diffi- 
cult compile complete new and re- 
liable census recent available data 
for nearly every country the world 
outside China and Russia, insofar 
that data present available 
public health authorities, the same 
time more detailed prevalence maps for 
the major endemic areas could also 
prepared, 


The writer therefore wishes submit 
the various organizations active 
work the specific suggestion that 
they co-operate the preparation 
world census report which would 
include the following essential features: 
(1) the latest available statistics for each 
country the number cases esti- 
mated, known, and treated; (2) di- 
rectory with mailing addresses all 
resident treatment institutions, in- 
dicating number resident 
resident patients, and status (govern- 
ment denominational—if the latter, 
giving the denomination); (3) maps 
showing local and regional rates: and 
(4) bibliography basic studies 
each country, Such study could 
perhaps published special num- 
ber supplement the 
Journal Leprosy. Data could con- 
tributed all the public and private 
organizations engaged work, ei- 
ther through the International Leprosy 
Association, the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial, the World Health Organ- 
ization. This project could initiated 
formal resolution the coming 
Madrid Congress. 

our belief that such handbook 
would not only extremely useful 
all workers, but would also rep- 
resent striking example that world- 
wide co-operation between government- 
and private organizations which 
absolutely essential the 
Hansen’s diseease. 
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TOUR MONDE CHEZ LES LEP- 
REUX Raoul Follereau (Paris, Flam- 
marion, 1953, Prices frs. 575). 

Despite its sensational cover illustra- 
tion showing exactly six fingerless 
hands, and despite its constant use 
the term condemned the Havana 
Congress resolution, this book 
most important and powerful blow 
struck against ignorance 
about since Perry Burgess’s Born 
Those Years. fact the two books have 
much common, although dealing 
with different parts the world. 

Mr. Follereau prominent French 
attorney who has recent years organ- 
ized Ordre Charite which solic- 
its and distributes funds large num- 
ber worthy causes and groups. 
has taken special interest the cause 
the world’s victims HD. 1951 
the French colonies Africa, and 
1952 went around the world, visiting 
hospitals India, Vietnam, Indonesia, 
and the French islands the Pacific. 

this book describes what saw. 
writes vivid, popular, even jour- 
nalistic style, which perfectly adapted 
the biting irony and intense indig- 
nation which felt the tragic neg- 
lect and inhuman treatment pa- 
tients which found all too often. 
This fighting report and plea be- 
half the world’s sufferers from HD. 

flatly estimates that they number 
ten million, which states means one 
patient for every 200 inhabitants 
the world one for each two pa- 
tients. declares that only peo- 
ple living close contact with pa- 
tients contract the disease. 

His chapter entitled Not 
Shameful Sickness” records that 
found the age-old false myth about 
wherever traveled. strong chal- 
public opinion treat the un- 
justly persecuted patients humane 
way. 

One the worst examples inhu- 
man treatment found unidenti- 
fied Near Eastern country, where the 
patients were confined behind barbed 
wire concentration camp under so- 
called care terrified young “lepro- 


who would not within one 


yard patient and who had never 
heard the sulfones 1952! Mr, Fol- 
lereau gave this man science un- 
forgettable lesson shaking hands with 
all the patients and taking the children 
his arms. 

Upon arriving one the two new 
countries the Indian subcontinent, 
was informed high government 
official that there were cases 
there and practically around the corner 
found crowd them, Mr. Foller- 
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eau adds: your Excellency not 
been taught that patients are hu- 

another country discovered the 
cruel insanity contemporary national- 
ism; French nun with degree doc- 
tor medicine was not allowed prac- 
tice even nurse the 600 patients 
the local hospital—why? 
M.D. degree was foreign and she did 
not have nurse’s diploma. 

Saigon, Vietnam, claims that 
10,000 patients are left subsist 
begging and rot away cemeter- 
ies. Twenty- four hundred who can still 
walk receive out-patient treatment 
two centers. But nowhere that me- 
tropolis two million inhabitants 
there one bed for patient re- 
quiring hospitalization, 

Mr. Follerreau frankly specifies that 
the worst so-called colony which 
visited all his travels was Indone- 
sia, where armed guards enjoyed music 
from radio sent the patients, while 
297 sick men and women were left 
state shocking neglect, mingled with 
cases violent insanity, quotes this 
apt comment the helpless doctor who 
accompanied him: institution 
without love cemetery.” 

sharp contrast was the model col- 
ony near Ducos, New Caledonia, where 
the patients’ good morale under care 
the Sisters St. Joseph Cluny made 
the visitor think Chesterton’s 
remark: “Joy the tremendous secret 
Christians.” Mr, Follereau truly cath- 
olic his outlook, for found the 
same joy the colony Orofara, 
Tahiti, where the nursing staff consists 
Protestant Deaconesses. 

Incidentally, reports that doctor 
the Ducos laboratory has achieved 
splendid results the treatment so- 
called hands and ulcers elec- 
trotherapy, which should better 
known, 

Tahiti heard about thirty- 
year-old woman who was put away 
desert island her native tribe when 
they found she had HD. There she spent 
six lonely years, with only dog com- 
panion. Every week supply food 
was brought her canoe. Meanwhile 
her condition grew worse. Once doc- 
tor visited her, but the natives refused 
take her Tahiti their boat. the 
doctor was rowed away, the sick woman 
sang “La Marseillaise,” the French na- 


tional Within few weeks Mr. 


Follereau’s visit Tahiti—after only 
six year’s delay—a government launch 
took the poor patient Orofara. 
arriving there, she again sang Mar- 
and exclaimed: “Thank you, 
France! saved!” Although does 
not say so, was thanks Mr, Foller- 


eau’s intervention that she was rescued. 

The section the Pacific ends 
with chapter Molokai and Hale 
Mohalu. The author hails the liberal 
policies the latter institution 
for the world, writing: “In order 
conquer HD, fear had con- 
quered. Here has been done. What 
are waiting for elsewhere. 
Hale Mohalu gives today fine les- 
son courage and intelligent charity,” 
“Bravo, les Americains!” 

Turning Africa, Mr, Follereau gives 
vivid description the new model 
colony the Sisters Our Lady the 
Apostles Adzope the French Ivory 
Coast, which was largely financed 
series lectures which gave near- 
every large town France. 1951 
Chaussinand noted that Adzope 
was the only French 
West Africa which children pa- 
tients are isolated birth. 

Madagascar, Mr. Follereau found 
active, smiling old French Sister who 
had not left her beloved patients 
for single day forty years. 

brief highlight the African tour 
was the author’s visit Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer’s hospital Lambarene 
French Equatorial Africa. 

Another powerful incident occured 
when Mr. Follereau was forbidden 
doctor touch patient concen- 
tration camp colony somewhere 
French Africa. The visitor’s reply was 
take the patient’s face his hands 
and rub noses together, and then 
shake every hand could shake, while 
laughing and joking with the suddenly 
smiling patients, 

The powerful humanitarian message 
this remarkable book graphically 
illustrated the striking photo- 
graphs homes and patients and 
the author hand hand with vic- 
tims holding children with 
his 

that Mr. Follereau’s fascinating and en- 
lightening report around the 
world will soon translated and pub- 
lished many languages. The author 
could well increase its educational value 
insisting that the foreign versions 
comply with the Havana resolution 
terminology. any case, the book con- 
stitutes essential piece background 
documentation for Mr. Follereau’s elo- 
quent 1952 appeal the United Na- 
tions behalf the world’s millions 
victims HD. (STAR-February 
1953). book which every friend 
those persecuted people will want to. 
read and induce others read—the 
more the better! 

Raphael Brown 
Washington, D.C, 
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EDITORIAL 


—(continued from page 


someone, some day, will try 
change the name ‘malaria’ because 
too unscientific, bad air being not the 
causative factor, but that disease does 
not give much scope for sentimental emo- 
tionalism,” said Dr. Wade. “What 
‘scientific’ name disease, not that 
which customarily 
use?....Can anyone seriously believe that, 
once the public really understands what 
‘Hansen’s disease’ means, that term will 
convey less unpleasant impression, 
less odious stigma, than the proper one?” 

Dr. Wade’s statements incorporate, 
for the most part, the stock objections 
voiced the traditionalists. Their ar- 
guments are indefensible, Custom may 
lead man into many errors, but jus- 
tifies none, least all one which adds 
the burden illness the weight 
unwarranted stigma. has been well 
said, “Science not closed system, 
never closed, but always subject re- 
vision even complete discard.” 

easy and convenient yield 
custom, too often “the tyrant 
our feelings.” past president the 
I.L.A., Dr. Victor Heiser, once ob- 
served, “It can not successfully denied 
that discussing leprosy its victims, 
the present terms are thoroughly ob- 
jectionable but they are great conven- 
Has anyone ever heard per- 
son being discriminated against because 
has malaria, has had it, like 
discrimination being applied mem- 
bers family where there has been 
case malaria? course not, This 
malaria-leprosy nomenclature analogy 
absurdly inept. Apparently, Dr. 
Wade, pathologist and one the 
world’s most renowned laboratory scien- 
tists this field, and others who put 
forth the malaria-leprosy nomenclature 
comparison, simply not know the 
hard facts about the life patients and 
expatients who are branded with 
which has multi-definitions, name 
which the average person expresses 
the ultimate human degradation, 
rather than designating illness. 

But, the traditionalists have sound 
point contending that Hansen’s dis- 
ease synonym for “leprosy” will, 
sooner later, take the stigma 
the name which Dr. Wade calls “the 
proper one.” Some the stigma, yes, 
but never. the horror and repulsion as- 
sociated with the name “leprosy.” This 
has already been proved. Recognition 
Hansen’s disease the synonym for 
was but the gong announcing 
the end the Dark Ages. First was 
Hansen’s disease (leprosy). The next 
step drop the word “leprosy” alto- 
gether from modern medicine. Hansen’s 
disease whatever scientifically accu- 
rate term chosen for this illness, must 


completely dis-associated from: Bibli- 
cal with which not now, 
nor ever has been, scientifically synon- 
ymous, Half-way measures and compro- 
mise solutions nomenclature are lead- 
ing confusion and are longer prac- 
tical. e.g. Archie Cameron, Adelaide, 
S.A., member Parliament, alarmed 
over the campaign change nomencla- 
ture his country. would have 
commence rewriting Scripture and in- 


serting Hansen’s disease every Case 


which ‘leper’ ‘leprosy’ used.” Dr. 
Howard Rusk, by-lined story, New 
York Times (Aug. 30, 1953) uses 
er,” “leprosy” and Hansen’s disease prac- 
tically all the same breath. 

There considerable medical prece- 
dent for the change nomenclature 
seek. pertinent example the disease 
known today psoriasis. This disease 
the Nineteenth Century medical lit- 
erature. 

Discussing the difficult problem 
finding suitable name, Dr. Morris 
Fishbein, one our country’s finest 
medical editorial writers, stated, 
name could suggest the cause the 
pathology the symptomatology and 
should apt that would displace 
the name developed hundreds years 
use.” Two distinguished physicians 
the Mayo Clinic have suggested ap- 
proach which the name the organ- 
ism would changed Hansenii and 
the disease could then properly des- 
ignated Hansenosis, Such designa- 
tion would probably not suit the anti- 
eponymists and the late Dr. Gordon Ry- 
rie probably had this mind when 
suggested the term 
which, explained, “was line with 
dermatological terminology.” 

are under illusions that words 
deeply rooted “leprosy” and 
can completely eliminated 


the language, and that not our 


purpose. their medical application 
only that seek prevent. 

inference here that sub- 
stitution new terms for the “scientif- 
name leprosy” would the 
true nature the disease.” Exactly the 
opposite true. 

Hansen’s disease chronic infec- 
tious disease characterized skin 
nerve lesions with resulting mutilations 
and would dis-service our read- 
ers minimize the serious nature 
this illness. But the medical world rec- 
ognizes this disease the least commun- 
icable all communicable diseases, with 
the average adult seemingly having 
natural immunity it, children being 
more susceptible. Moreover, 
tions” are practically thing the past 
since the advent sulfone therapy, par- 
ticularly with early diagnosis and 
prompt treatment. 


However, from press, radio, screen 
and pulpit, the general public still be- 
ing given the false notion that “leprosy 
type sin.” Yet, the powers-that- 
insist the name “leprosy” 
has been suggested that order 
satisfy both schools thought 
might coin new 

The comic books have discovered “lep- 
rosy” and they are exploiting the 
the word for all worth. The latest 
one come our attention called 
“The Mark the Beast” and pictures 
the leper” biting people and giv- 
ing them hydrophobia. 

address before the National 
Education Association convention 
Miami (July Lewis Gough, Na- 
tional Commander the American Le- 
gion (1952-53), discussing communism 
the schools said, “We teach law 
our colleges but not convicted crimi- 

als, Leprosy explained, but not 
lepers who might spread the infection. 
communism should taught but 
ing quote Commander Gough be- 
cause headed organization which, 
through its honor society the Forty and 
Eight, has done and doing such mag- 
nificent job aid our educational 
program. But his statement, 
fore convention educators, and wide- 
indicative what the name 
means the public. per- 
petuates the two greatest misconceptions 
surrounding this and 
high communicability. could 
indefinitely citing similar examples from 
people all walks life, including 
physicians, space permitted. 

conclusion may remind the 

Madrid Congress resolution adopted 
the Cairo Congress (1938) 
order that leprosy may dealt 
with successfully comprehensive 
scale and before any large proportion 
early cases will come voluntarily for ex- 
amination, there must change 
the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control 
leprosy will depend for its success 
educated public opinion.” 

contend that this pub- 
lic opinion” can not attained with 
name shrouded horrible miscon- 
ceptions and draped clanking chains 
centuries-old superstitions. Since the 
Cairo Congress, medical progress the 
treatment Hansen’s disease has raised 
hopes high. Give new name step 
with that progress and you will hasten 
the day that “educated public opin- 


” 


ion. 


WHAT THE NAME 
DOES ITS VICTIM 


article under the above title, sched- 
u'ed for this issue THE STAR, was 
cmitted because space limitations. 
will appear early issue. —Ed. 
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Comment Dr. Paper 


read Dr, Lendrum’s scholarly article 
vith intense interest and pleasure. 
opinion, has given excellent 
analysis the several different mean- 
ings which the word lepra had bibli- 
cal times and thereafter. 


While would prefer have addi- 
tional evidence the use mundare 
the sense “clearing up,” Dr. Len- 
drum certainly has “cleared up” some 
which has too long been prevalent con- 
cerning so-called biblical leprosy. this 
connection, encouraging hear 
that the new Catholic Bible includes 
footnotes which declare that the He- 
brew zaraath does not refer 
Hansen’s disease. 

However, believe that need still 
more research the whole history 
leprosy. amazing fact that 
not yet have one thorough mono- 
graph the subject. The best treatise 
which have been able discover 
Professor Georg Sticker’s Entwurf einer 
Geschicte der ansteckenden Geschlecht- 
the great Handbuch der Haut—und 
(Berlin, 
Springer, This masterly dissection 
the “fifty-seven varieties” lepra 
known medical history enough 
convince anyone that the word itself has 
been misused throughout the cen- 
turies that should abandoned pure- 
scientific grounds. 

But this glaring instance which 
reasons far weightier than mere correct 
nomenclature require official change 
name. With all the progress mod- 
ern psychiatry and psycho-somatic med- 
icine almost unbelievable lay- 
man that otherwise human and kind 
scientists can reluctant away 
with term which and itself has 
profound negative influence 
morale and psychological outlook the 
patients many parts the world. 

this connection certainly sig- 
nificant that numerous reports from mis- 
sionaries stress that their work among 
patients Africa and Asia the 
various objectionable indigenous terms 
for the disease are carefully avoided 
the staff and the patients result 
kind unwritten agreement. also 
worth recalling that St, Francis Assisi, 
when taking personal care patients 
medieval Italy, deliberately avoided us- 
ing the word leprosus their presence; 
its place substituted the beautiful 
expression fratres christiana, “our broth- 
ers Christ,” 

The more reflect this tragic prob- 
lem semantics, the more strongly 
come the simple conclusion that 
plain objective truth there such 
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disease this world i.e. 
medical science knows specific 
disease which has the features associated 
the popular mind with that word. 
Therefore, the name common 
sense and scientific accuracy, but 
above all the name Christian 
humanistic kindness and good will, how 
can anyone refuse abolish set 
words which have proved inaccu- 
rate, harmful and cruel? 

Over four million suffering men, 
women, and children all over the world 
looking Madrid for decision 
which would liberate them from the dic- 
tatorship word. 

Raphael Brown 


Lay Tertiary St. Francis 
Washington, D.C. 


New Catholic Bible 
Biblical “Leprosy” NOT Disease 


new translation the Bible made 
American Catholic scholars contains 
footnote which states that “the He- 
brew term used” the Old Testament 
designate so-called leprosy not 
refer Hansen’s disease, currently 
called leprosy.” far known, this 
marks the first time that this important 
medical fact has been brought the 


attention the public modern 
Bible. 


The new Catholic Bible “translated 
from the original languages with crit- 
ical use all the ancient sources.” The 
translation being made members 
the Catholic Biblical Association 
America, and sponsored the 
Episcopal Committee the Confrater- 
nity Christian Doctrine. The publish- 
the St. Antony Guild Press Pat- 
terson, 

The first volume the Old Testa- 
ment, only vol- 
ume which has appeared 
cludes the Book Leviticus with its 
“leprosy.” Footnotes this section ex- 
plain that “various kinds skin blem- 
ishes are treated here which were not 
contagious but simply disqualified their 
subjects from association with others, 
especially public worship, until they 
were declared ritually clean....The symp- 
toms described here point form 
skin disease which merely the sur- 
face and therefore easily cured,” 

This realistic acceptance the find- 
ings modern medical historical 
science represents great step forward 
the education the public regard- 
ing disease, Other church 


groups, Protestant and Jewish, would 


well follow this example. 


CORRECTION PLEASE 
page column line 14, Dr. Gay’s 
paper, the word “theory” printer’s error. 
The word should read “therapy.” 


INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 


When wrote commentary 
Matthew The Interpreter’s Bible Vol. 
(New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
1951) had considerable difficulty get- 
ting accurate information about bibli- 
cal leprosy, since was working against 
deadline, was not in.touch with medi- 
cal publications, and most commentar- 
ies are very unsatisfactory this point. 
wrote (p. 338, Matt. 8:2): 

Biblical leprosy....includes several skin 
diseases variously identified conta- 
gious ringworm, psoriasis, leucoderma 
and vitiligo (see Lev. 13:30 Amer. Trans. 
and Moffatt). Since was thought also 
attack clothing and the walls build- 
ings (Lev. 13:47; 14:34), “leprosy” may 
often have been due fungus. The 
disease now called leprosy, Hansen’s dis- 
ease, Elephantiasis Graecorum was 
perhaps known ancient Egypt, but 
not referred here, 

had had the substance Dr. Len- 
article, the last sentence the 
above quotation would have been 
pleased think that was nearly ac- 
curate, particularly since most commen- 
taries that reach the general reader sim- 
ply ignore the 


Sherman Johnson, Dean 
Church Divinity School the Pacific 
California 


REPRINTS AVAILABLE 

The Laboratory Digest (St. Louis, 
July 1953) reprinted Name Lep- 
rosy” Dr, Lendrum. While the 
paper was not complete, the heart the 
article was 

Reprints Dr. Lendrum’s paper, 
its entirety, are available from THE 
STAR. Write for them. 

Mr. Luciano Bacarro, United 
Church Christ, Eversley Childs Sani- 
tarium, Cebu City, Philippines, wrote 
for 200 reprints. Mr. Bacarro stated that 
was contact with over hundred 
ministers and workers the southern 
parts the Philippines, all whom 
would send copy. 

Mr. Frederick Watts, Senior Med- 
ical Laboratory Technologist, Pathologi- 
cal Laboratory, Menstow Hospital, Men- 
stow, Near Leeds, England, distributed 
reprints Dr. Lendrum’s paper the 
hospital medical staff and his local 
St. John’s Ambulance Brigade (similar 
organization the British Red 

Sydney Caines, Georgetown, Brit- 
ish Guiana, requested more dozen 
reprints Dr. Lendrum’s paper, “So 
can send them various youth move- 
ments and friends, educate the 
about Hansen’s disease. The pop- 
ulation here British Guiana knows 
very little about the disease and has 
trend say some very bad things about 
patient one-time patient.” 
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That the Question 


“If true that Hansen was the 
man that contributed most the 
knowledge leprosy the 19th cen- 
tury, doubt that would have ap- 
proved having the disease called after 
him,” says anti-eponymist Dr. Pardo- 
Castello, Havana, the current issue 
the International Journal Leprosy. 
bacillus the name given the 
germ that apparently causes leprosy, and 
that proper and fitting since was 
Hansen who first demonstrated this ba- 
cillus and considered the etiologic 
agent leprosy.” 

The phrase “if true” clouded 
with doubt and that word “apparently” 
has the flavor circumstantial evi- 

true that Hansen contri- 
buted most the knowledge “lep- 
rosy” the 19th century, then the 
foundation upon which today’s scientif- 
concept based would crumble. For 
until Hansen came along with his identi- 
fication specific organism, leading 
authorities the 19th century (Daniels- 
sen and Boeck) taught that so-called 
leprosy was non-infectious 
tary. 

cepted causative agent but this 
open question and probably accounts 
for Dr. Pardo-Castello’s 
Gay’s article and statements oth- 
ers this issue are concerned with this 
same controversial etiologic point. 

rather confusing that Dr, Pardo- 
Castello, who willing accept 
eponym for the germ, “against the 
use eponyms” for the disease the 
germ “apparently” causes. 


But how would Hansen have felt 
about this business “reformist termi- 
nology” with which his name linked? 
That the question raised Dr. Pardo 
Castello. The very fact that Hansen 
challenged existing beliefs his day in- 
dicates would not stickler for 
the “status quo” anymore now than 
was then, particularly view the 
scientific and social advances that have 
been made since his day. So, would 
extremely interesting determine 
the attitude Hansen himself toward 
the two points raised here, terminology 
and etiology, and this respect the 
literature helpful. 

(1) was 
modest man, true scientist. had 
thought personal credit when 
undertook his laborious research and 
would never have suggested that the 
bacillus discovered named for 
him. But was human and was 
pleased when his work was applauded 
his fellow-scientists and his name rec- 


ognized. THE STAR has prized copy 


Hansen’s Memoirs, translated from 


the Norwegian for Dr. Pearson 
Louisiana State University. Let Hansen 
speak for himself: 

“As far can understand, this 
writing German Medical Jounal) has 
for all time given the credit for 
work the literature calls the bacillus 
the Hansen 

And again this very human touch 
from Hansen’s Memoirs: 
1897, noted for the first time that 
was famous man. first resented 
this but the days went the Con- 


_gress became more familiar and then 


began like it.” 

(2) heart the trea- 
tise which Hansen presented the Nor- 
wegian Medial Society 1874 concerned 
his bacteriological studies, reporting 
his scientific examination bacteria 


‘raised this question: 


“There doubt but what rod- 
shaped bodies are found practically 
all nodules. These bodies are found 
chiefly inside the cell. But 
prepared say whether these rods are 
bacteria the large brown elements 
which are probably cells that enclose 
the mass zooglea” (micro-organisms 
which are embedded jelly-like mat- 
rix formed the result metabolic 
activities) 

But, said Hansen the end his 
treatise, “In every case find evidence 
that proves this specific disease and 
that there’s nothing that proves that 
not specific disease.” 


Enlightenment from page 


thousands letters from all parts 
the world informing that the think- 
ing individuals about Hansen’s dis- 
ease has been changed. 

Another extremely important matter 
opinion the employment pa- 
tients. travels throughout the 
world and among the scores letters 


have recently received this subject, 


the facts seem that about seventy- 
five per cent patients, average, 
are capable doing some work. have 
visited Hansen’s disease hospitals most 
the countries the world and rarely 
have found any kind employment. 
Occasionally have found 
working produce food, furniture, 


clothing the like for the hospital and 


very rare cases, manufacturing articles 
which were being sold the public. 
the latter case, have never heard 
the disease being thus transmitted, But 
have seen the startling differences 
the mental attitude those patients 
who were doing something for their own 


comfort for the members their 
family which they have had leave 
behind. 

wonder there anything that can 
more destructive peace mind 
than complete idleness—whether any- 
thing can more destructive human 
dignity than complete subsistence. 
have, think, great moral responsibil- 
ity aside from its therapeutic value 
find means which ill person, 
the case with ninety-five per cent, under 
medical care all, may produce for 
his own and his family benefits and 
thus preserve his self-respect. 

The Sixth International Congress 
Leprosy held Madrid, Spain, 
October 3-10, have urged that the sub- 
ject the social, psychological, and re- 
habilitation factors affecting those ill 
Hansen’s disease shall have part 
the program and that commission shall 
appointed consider this phase 
the problem comprehensively. have re- 
ceived assurances that this will done. 
preparation for such discussions, 
have been correspondence with near- 
seven hundred individuals 
stitutions dealing with, interested in, 
this subject. have sought opinions and 
suggestions what may done 
improve conditions which are lament- 
able and have often been tragic. 
response, letters have been coming into 
office daily for months. 

now appeal the readers THE 
STAR let have the aid your 
own thoughts experiences. Also, 
the reader acquainted with examples 
injustices caused this fear, would 
helpful have them. have attended 
all such congresses held during the last 
twenty-five years, These matters have 
been discussed, but with the exception 
the Havana Congress 1948 when res- 
olutions were adopted concerning the 
names which patients and the dis- 
ease should designated, nothing very 
tangible has emerged. 

sincere hope that that situa- 
tion may changed Madrid, and 
practical procedures can agreed upon, 
that some method shall found im- 
plement such action. 

Address your letters Mr. Perry Burgess, 
Crillon Hotel, Madrid, Spain. See ques- 
tionnaire Social and Psychological Prob- 
lems patients (THE STAR July- 
August page 4).—Ed. 
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Gordon Ryrie--He Honoured His Pledge 


This picture Dr. Gordon Ryrie was taken 
THE STAR office during his here. 


There are precious few doctors the 
world who make Hansen’s disease their 
life’s work, precious few, indeed, com- 
parison the great need. One these 
doctors was Gordon Alexander Ryrie, 
who died his home Kirkcaldy, 
Scotland, last March, the age 53. 
read Dr. Ryrie’s death with 
sense keen personal loss, and our 
thoughts drifted back two decades. 


was 1933 and here Carville 
mural paper called the SIXTY-SIX 
STAR, embryo the present STAR. 
The daily papers had been carrying 
news dispatches, with New York date- 
line, reporting cure for leprosy.” The 
“cure” was said have been discovered 
Dr. Ryrie experiments Sungei 
Buloh, settlement the Federated 
Malay States. The treatment consisted 
injections trypan blue, aniline 
dye, and its striking results 
ported this country less 
authority than Dr, Victor Heiser, then 
the Far East director the Rockefeller 
Foundation and president the In- 
ternational Leprosy Association, 
“cure” had been found for this illness, 
even far away Malaya, were not 
Ryrie and enclosed copy the SIXTY- 
SIX STAR, The “cure” was just an- 
other dream. But our letter Dr, Ry- 


rie brought friendly reply encour- 


agement. was most complimentary 
about our paper, asking that sent 
him regularly. was one our 
first overseas readers. heard from 
Dr. Ryrie until the STAR 
folded 1934. And from him, and from 
other sources, learned something 
about the man, Gordon Ryrie, and his 
work. 


Dr. Ryrie went out Malaya with 
his young wife 1928 and served 
Sungei Buloh for more than years. 


1953 


that time transformed Sungei Buloh 
into paradise compared the hell 
found there. Filth and almost complete 
lack medical supplies gave way 
well equipped hospital wards and new 
houses and gardens. Dr. Ryrie succeeded 
breaking down the barrier 
and mistrust between patients and staff. 
There was double metal grille the 
entrance gates through which relatives 
visited patients. had torn out. 
dismissed the armed guards. exam- 
ined and treated all patients himself. 
Unprecedented. The death rate tumbled 
from out 100 1928 fewer than 
1930. 

When THE STAR was reborn 
September 1941, mailed one our 
copies Dr, Ryrie. that time 
received many congratulatory mes- 
but none more appreciated than 
the letter which came from him, Here 
letter: 

“For doctors such magazine 
good service. For not try 
link ourselves psychologically with you 
then are not fully honouring the 
pledge which our presence with you en- 
tails. need all the insight and under- 
standing can get and THE STAR 
will 

When the Japs struck Sungei Buloh 
was the territory they occupied, 
January 1942, Dr. Ryrie faced grave 
decision. His dilemma two mes- 
sages. One, from the British authorities 
Singapore, advised him leave im- 
mediately; the other, from 
tients, asked him leave his light 
during the night give them courage. 
stayed the bitter end and the end 
was bitter. his diary wrote, 
best years professional life have 
given build the settlement and re- 
search. have seen that work burnt 
ashes and live among the ashes now.” 

officer the First Selangor 
Guerrilla Army, Dr. Ryrie worked the 
underground doctoring wounded resist- 
ance fighters. This work ended en- 
counter with enemy agent. The man 
who had given the “best years his 
saving lives was forced batter 
the agent death. Dr. Ryrie was then 
sent concentration camp Singa- 
pore where stayed until liberation 
1945, 

Recurrent attacks malaria broke 
his health and back Britain specialist 
gave him three years live, But they 
didn’t count the indomitable spirit 


Gordon Ryrie. wasn’t ready 
and there was work done. 


Medical Secretary the British 
Empire Leprosy Relief Association and 
editor their Review. was this 
capacity that went Havana 


April, 1948, for the Fifth International 
Congress, their way, Dr. and Mrs. 
Ryrie stopped for week Carville 
and had the pleasure, long last, 
meeting with the doctor whom 
regarded old friend. 

Dr. Ryrie spoke with great sincerity 
and emotion about his patients, was 
the hospital when the Japs came. 
They left alone for 214 years because 
their great fear the disease. 
had 2,600 patients when the Japs came, 
but day there were only 600 left. 
The rest had died starvation and 
die daily. The patients were person- 
friends from long association, and 
losing 2,000 friends was terrible loss.” 

Dr. Rryie retired 1950 but not be- 
fore expending his failing energy 
further research the clinical and ther- 
apeutic fields Hansen’s disease. 
was the first give preliminary favor- 
able report the use thiosemi- 
carbazone disease (The 
Lancet, Aug. 19, This compound 


and doubt this will come for dis- 
the Madrid Congress. 


Gordon Rryie will not Madrid 
register October but let hope 
that the example set will register 
with his colleagues. What more endur- 
ing monument could they erect his 
memory than heed his words: “For 
not try link ourselves psycholog- 
ically with you (the patients) then 
are not fully the pledge....” 
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Mail Bag 


Because the timeliness and importance nomenclature are continuing print some the many letters coming 
commenting Dr. Lendrum’s paper “The Name Leprosy” (THE STAR—March ’53, reprinted from American 
Journal Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, Nov. ’52.) —Ed. 


have read Dr, Lendrum’s statement 
with keen interest and agree with him 
that most desirable eliminate the 
term leprosy describing the disease 
caused Hansen’s organism. All too 
long those who have innocently con- 
tracted this disease have borne un- 
just stigma. 

Victor Heiser, M.D. 
Bantam, Connecticut 
* 


Thank you very much for the reprint 
among those who object use the 
term “Hansen’s disease”; fact, pre- 
fer it. 

Chester Keefer, M.D. 
Director 
Massachusetts Memorial Hospitals 
Boston, Massachusetts 
¥* * * 


The paper, Name Leprosy” 
Dr. Lendrum, indeed scholarly 
exposition which may well become 
William Feldman, M.D. 
Mayo Clinic 

Rochester, Minnesota 
* * * 


opinion Dr. Lendrum’s paper 
extremely accurate from the factual 
point view and displays critical 
judgment often lacking writings 
medical history, Moreover, its. publica- 
tion would serve useful purpose 
protecting patients from the fear asso- 
ciated with the name 

Rene Dubos 
Rockefeller Institute 
Medical Research 
New York. N.Y. 
* * * 


Dr. Lendrum’s article scholarly and 
interesting. You ask specifically 
one those who objects the use 
the term “Hansen’s disease.” The pro- 
posal adopt this designation evi- 
dently based the assumption that 
certain odium attaches the name 
rosy.” This not true among medical 
scientists and experience not 
true among the laity. The illustrations 
offered Dr. Lendrum could ap- 
plied cancer, and know move- 
ment change the name cancer, 
introduce any new name for leprosy does 
not alter the fact that leprosy, and 
the new term would soon recognized 
synonym for leprosy. Futhermore, 
believe that educated person 
modern times ignorant the low or- 
der communicability the disease 


the fact that can arrested even 
cured. agree that those afflicted are 
leprosy patients rather than lepers. This 
term almost objectionable call- 
ing patient who has pulmonary tuber- 
culosis “lunger.” 

The fact that leprosy defined and 
characterized today not identical with 
the loose meanings ancient times does 
not support the view that the term 
misnomer. this thought were accepted, 
numerous other diseases would have 
renamed. 

opinion, introduction the 
name “Hansen’s disease” unsound and 
undesirable for these reasons: 

(1) Introduction eponymic terms 
not accord with modern nomen- 
clature disease. some instances such 
terms are confusing. 

(2) Hansen, splendid scientist, did 
not describe characterize leprosy 
disease. 

(3) Although Hansen discovered the 
organism which know Mycobacte- 
rium leprae, cannnot said with ab- 
solute certainty that this causes the dis- 
ease; has not yet fulfilled the postu- 
lates Koch. 

that Hansen’s contribution 
was important from the point view 
certain forms the disease 
and traditionally has been used es- 
tablish index for determination re- 
mission arrest, 

enjoy reading THE STAR and prof- 
from it. think its publication 
valuable public service, cordial 
sympathy with most its objectives 
and congratulate you and the other 
members the staff the clear ex- 
position your purposes, The emphasis 
you place the name the disease 
out all proportion the importance 
this aspect the subject. 

Please understand that this expression 
view personal and does not nec- 
essarily reflect the opinions the or- 
ganizations with which associated. 

Howard Karsner, M.D. 

Department the Navy 

Bureau Medicine and Surgery 
Washington, D.C. 

That Dr, Karsner careful scholar 
evident his observations about “low 
communicability” and uncertainty the 
causative agent. Dr. Karsner’s attitude 
himself but, unfortunately, they are rare, 
relatively speaking, one takes Dr. 
Karsner standard, and this includes 
not only the lay public but many med- 
ical. scientists well. would 


thing try educate the 
150,000,000 people this country alone 
Dr. Karsner’s level. Dr. let- 
ter embodies most the objections 
raised those who would retain the 
biblical general term for spectfic ill- 
ness, all which are answered else- 
where this issue. —Ed. 
* * * 


Dr. Lendrum made little mention 
point which seems strongly 
your favor, favor the argu- 
ment that “leprosy” not the 
for the disease which know 
that name—namely, the fact that Eng- 
lish-language dermatologic texts 
1860 use the names lepra 
and leprosy almost exclusively desig- 
nate psoriasis, and without any explana- 
tion either. When they meant Hansen’s 
disease they always said “Greek elephan- 

must confess, however, that 
not impressed arguments relating 
the correctness incorrectness the 
name disease. What correctness 
this connection, but usage? 
correct? “malaria” correct? 

Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D. 
Straub Clinic 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


Dr. Arnold’s question purely rhetor- 
ical but nevertheless answer it, 
Malaria, meaning bad air unhealthy 
exhalation, not correct from stand- 
point nomenclature applied feb- 
rile disease caused animal parasites 
the red blood corpuscles. Syphilis, 
medicine disease, ordinarily venereal, 
caused spirochaete, you may 
surprised learn, got its name from the 
title Latin poem immortalizing 
shepherd hero, Syphilus, published 
1530—an eponym all things, But these 
examples are academic interest only, 
whereas the continued erroneous 
cation today the name identified with 
biblical plague slightly communi- 
cable disease, amenable treatment, 
raises practical problems for patient, his 
family and medical profession, —Ed. 

* * * 
would warmly endorse what Dr. Len- 
drum has written the name “Leprosy.” 
working remove unwarranted stig- 
from the lives great many men 
and 
Professor Old Testament Languages 
Robert Kevin, 

Virginia Theological Seminary 

Alexandria, Virginia 


September 1953 
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“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control 
eases Man, These APHA recommendations are 
“officiai” with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they wor 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are ad- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases 
sheer What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 

* * * 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


mitted freely, They are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their home semi-annually 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N-H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 

* * * 

man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 
ing. 


| 
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